The Maine Voter vol. 27, no. 1 (Oct - Nov 1979) by Staff, Maine League of Women Voters
The University of Maine 
DigitalCommons@UMaine 
Maine Women's Publications - All Publications 
11-1-1979 
The Maine Voter vol. 27, no. 1 (Oct - Nov 1979) 
Maine League of Women Voters Staff 
Maine League of Women Voters 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/maine_women_pubs_all 
 Part of the Women's History Commons 
Repository Citation 
Staff, Maine League of Women Voters, "The Maine Voter vol. 27, no. 1 (Oct - Nov 1979)" (1979). Maine 
Women's Publications - All. 748. 
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/maine_women_pubs_all/748 
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Maine Women's Publications - All by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine. For 
more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu. 













Miracles d e fin ite ly  happen in the summer 
fo r that was when A lice Johnson (LWV Lobbyist 
last year and former President o f the Lewiston/ 
Auburn League) stepped forward and agreed to 
take the top position on the State Board.
A lice 's  background varies from Art History 
major in college to public relations and legal 
secretarial work included among her many areas 
of work experience. She and her husband live  
in Turner where they operate Heritage Builders, 
a business which se lls  log homes as well as 
post and beam. They liv e  in a model log home 
there with their 2 daughters Mandy and Amie.
I t  might surprise you to know that A lice is a 
re la t iv e ly  new member to the League having 
joined the Lewiston/Auburn group in 1977 and 
shortly thereafter assuming the presidency there, 
helping to guide that League back to a strong 
and viable unit.
A lice Johnson 
Lewiston/Auburn LWV
With her valuable experience at the State House as Lobbyist and "ch ie f le g is la ­
tive  coordinator” as w ell as an "active” League member, A lice has much to o ffe r  the 
League. She also brings a great wealth of energy and enthusiasm to her new role. 
She describes her lobbying experience as one o f the best in her l i f e - - "  exciting, 
fun and challenging” --and she recommends i t  highly as on-the-spot education about 
the p o lit ica l system. A lic e 's  areas o f emphasis fo r the League w il l  be public 



























AND TOUR V. P. OVERSEEING ORGANIZATION
After the miracle o f A lice appearing on the 
scene, Carolyn Murray was relieved o f the t i t l e  of 
"Interim President" and settled comfortably into 
her role as vice president. Having been in the 
League in the Portland Area ten years, Carolyn 
brings a wide background o f League experience to 
the State Board. Her l is t  o f LWV positions 
include Bulletin Editor, 1st V.P. , President 
(PAL) as well as co-director and director o f 3 
environmental Education Fund Grants over the 
past 3 years.
Helping to chart the course and steer the ship 
would be how Carolyn describes her role on the 
State Board. She and A lice work closely together 
sharing many o f the jobs to be done within the 
ro le  o f the presidency.
Carolyn's educational background is lib e ra l 
arts and secretaria l training with work experience 
as an executive secretary in Boston and the D. C. 
area. Knowing typing and steno helped to put 
her husband through law school and has held her 
in good stead through her League days. Carolyn 
resides in Cumberland Foreside with her now 







Air/Water Action to promote wise use and prevent





Continued support for a comprehensive land use 
plan in Maine.
Action to promote conservation by reducing 
waste in transportation, residences, commerce 
and industry.
Action to develop renewable resources and 
power production in Maine, i .e . ,  clean, 
decentralized and native.
Study of need for and methods of preserving 
farmland in Maine.
Taxes Action to achieve an equitable tax system. 




Action to promote social justice by securing 
equal rights for a l l  and combating discrimi­
nation and poverty.
Development of a comprehensive statement on 
Women's Issues.
Task Force study of Indians in Maine.
Government (Stated Action to achieve reform o f Maine's Legisla­
ture with continued evaluation o f the 
structures and functions o f state government.
(County) Action to achieve reform of County Govern­
ment with continued evaluation.
( new items adopted at Convention 1979)
STATE BOARD
1979-80 / LWV of Maine 1979-80
Pres. Alice Johnson
Organiz. V.P. Carolyn Murray
Sec, Nancy Ruff
Tres. Karen Stram
Indians Carol Brewster (o ff  Board)
Energy Bonnie Anderson
Worn.' s Issues Marilyn Gass
State Gov't. Elaine Goodwin
Natural Resources Ruth Irwin
Farmland Preserv. Sallv Kakitis
Gwynne Briggs (o ff  Board)
Taxes Alvin Moss
Voters Service Jane Crichton
MAL Coordinator Doris Birkett
^ ^ ^ c to b e r  is CONSERVATION M3NTH. The United 
States has joined 19 other countries in 
sponsoring International Energy Conservation 
Month during October. Each member country 
of the International Energy Agency (LEA) is 
sponsoring a series of special events and 
programs designed to share information, to 
exchange technological and practical 
knowledge, and to spur governmental and 
citizen action.
Here in Maine, the Office of Energy 
Resources is promoting a "re-examination of 
personal and business energy consumption to 
maximize efficient use of a l l  energy resources 
and to encourage the use of renewable energy 
resources when possible." The local Leagues 
in Maine w ill be distributing several 
pamphlets including, Winter Survival, a 16- 
page consumer's guide to winter preparedness, 
an attractive, cleverly illustrated pamphlet 
listin g  how to be ready for a power fa ilu re, 
how to stay warm in a egId house and how to 
recognize cold weather exposure as well as 
driving tips and being prepared for various 
emergencies. Also included w ill be the latest 
publication on "Insulation Facts" and a guide 
to the services offered by your OER. Every­
one in Maine can do a personal home energy 
audit: c a ll this t o l l  free number for details. 
1-800-452-4648.
Dickey-Lincoln Dam Issue s t i l l  not resolved. 
John Goodwin and Rob Gardiner debated the 
Dickey-Lincoln Hydro-electric Dam issue at a 
spring meeting of the Lewiston-Auburn League. 
Mr. Goodwin, representing Friends of Dickey- 
Lincoln declared that, "We need power—clean, 
non-polluting, renewable. We cannot afford 
to do nothing." The project wouldn't cut 
electric b i l ls  but would save o i l  and create 
jobs and energy for Maine. (The Lewiston 
Daily Sun 6/26/79)
Mr. Gardiner, Executive Director of the 
Natural Resources Council of Maine reco­
mmended that the citizens use other 
alternate energy sources, plus conservation 
to make the $1 b illion  project unnecessary.
His figures indicated that the project 
would not be cost-effective. T
Meanwhile, the latest vote (July) on 
additional funding.for the project squeaked 
by the Senate on a 51-46 r o l l -c a l l  vote. 
(Opponents are delighted as the last such 
vote was 73-13 in 1975*) Senator William 
Cohen is currently working on a b i l l  to 
deauthorize Dickey-Lincoln. For more info 
on the po litical progress of this project, 
contact Gwynne Briggs (829-5117)* Gwynne 
was recently elected a Director-at-large to 
the Natural Resources Council of Maine. 
Also, noted in the Bulletins from the NRCM, 
our Indian Task Force Chair Carol Brewster 
is the Editor and Judy Joseph, from the 
Kennebec Valley League is on the s ta ff ’.
League sponsored Energy Meetings. Orono, 
Old Town, Veazie LWV is holding a panel 
presentation on "Coping with the Energy 
Situation" on October 23 featuring 
Norman Smith, UMO, Donald Stillwagon,
Orono Family Medicine, and Arnold Dunning, 
Institute o f Applied Knowledge, Lac., a 
newly formed organization to inform citizens 
on ways to save energy. The Kennebec Valley 
League is holding a pot-luck supper on the 
23rd o f October that includes spouses and 
features the director o f the O ffice o f 
Energy Resources, John Joseph as the guest 
speaker. -Bonnie Anderson
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
ACTION ANALYSIS 
LWV MAINE 1979
24 p rio r ity  b il ls  in Legislature
Energy: 7 b i l l s — 5 passed, 2 fa iled  
EQ: 10 b i l ls — 5 passed, 5 fa iled  
Gov’ t :  1 b ill(D .C . Amend.)—fa iled  
Women’ s Issues:
6 b i l ls —4 passed, 2 fa iled
B ills  we supported that passed: 12 
B ills  we opposed that fa iled : 2 
B ills  we supported that fa iled : 9 
B ills  we opposed that passed:. 1
Won: 14 ----- Lost: 10
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
NOTE: Included with your Voter is a publication produced 
by the LWV of Maine wtth a grant from the Center 
for Renewable Resources promotingthe use of solar/ 
conservation. The pub is being distributed through 
the Office of Energy Resources, local Leagues and 
51 libraries throughout the state.
— «<
The Portland Voters Service 
Committee under the leader­
ship of Charlotte Wilbur 
and Sally Paterson has 
developed a 3“wee& course 
which may be adapted for use 
throughout the state.
State, county and local government are included 
in the course. Portland High School teacher 
(and LWV member) Mary Jane McCalmon initiated  
the course last spring in her eleventh grade 
social studies class on practical politics.
" B i l l  Moyers’ Journal", a public television  
program, w ill include portions of her class as 
well as an interview with Mary Jane, who is" a 
member o f the Voters Service Committee. Watch 
fo r the program in January!
Course material came from the following sources: 
League Voters Service projects around the 
country, state League pubs, and the Maine 
Department of Cultural and Educational Services.
A hit is available in limited quantity for high 
school teachers everywhere. in Maine. Contact 
Mary Jane McCalmon, 72 Pitt S t ., Ptlnd. 0^103.
-Jane Crichton
Maine Voters w il l  be asked 
on Nov. 6: DO TOU WISH TO 
REPEAL THE RETURNABLE 
CONTAINER LAW (BOTTLE BILL)? 
Our side—the side that wants 
to keep the Bottle Law and improve i t —w ill be 
voting NO, against repeal. The figures that I  
shall quote are supported by sta tistica l studies.
Roadside beverage container lit te r  is down 78$, 
and a l l  roadside lit te r  measured on a " per-piece" 
basis, is down 32$. Maine people can see the 
benefits by just looking around!
Within k- months of the Bottle Law’ s taking 
effect, municipal o ffic ia ls  recognized a s ign ifi­
cant decrease in the volume of solid waste, 
actually around 6$. It is now generally agreed 
that the return rate is greater than it  was at 
that time; as great as 93$ now.
According to the Dept, of Agriculture, which 
administers the Bottle Law, and the state 's two 
recycling companies, returned bottles and cans do 
not end up in the dump. Maine’ s two major 
recycling companies, one in Topsham and one in 
Portland, are going great guns. Together they 
now crush and s e ll 200 tons of glass per day,
20 tons of aluminum ($720 per ton) cans per week, 
and 135 tons of bi-metal cans per week. At this 
rate, 350 million beverage containers are 
recycled each year in Maine. Jk
A widely accepted study made in 1972 at'the  
University of I llin o is  found that a national 
returnable container law would save energy 
equal to the daily energy needs of the entire 
State of Maine. Because our Bottle Law has 
resulted in a shift to re filla b le s  and massive 
recycling, the people of Maine have made a 
significant contribution to energy conservation.
These are the messages that we must spread fa r 
and wide and our job is to get out the vote!
NO, against repeal!
On Sept. 29th I  attended the annual meeting o f 
the Maine Association o f Conservation 
Commissions at Hebron Academy with an eye to 
post-election a c t iv it ie s . At almost the same 
time, I  received a "grab bag memo o f NR items, 
both League and non-League, from Hester 
McNulty, Nat’ l .  NR Chair. I t  did not surprise 
me to find many o f the same issues recognized 
as being our Big items fo r  the immediate and 
more distant future. W e 'll be looking at 
so lid  waste, a ir  quality, toxics, water 
quality and, you know—a l l  o f these subjects 
and more are in ter-related. How much do you 
know about ground water? I  am just learning 
what i t  re a lly  is and i t  is a fascinating 
top ic, particu larly fo r  those o f us who are 
not on c ity  or town water. Let me hear from 
you with any ideas and wishes that you may 
have fo r  p r io r ities .
-Ruth Irwin
f o r  y o u r
p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t
X X X X X X X X X X X X X f r « - * X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X -X X X X X X X - X X X X -X-
MAINE REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL FORUM 
Sat., Nov. 3 9am —
Expo Bldg./Ptlnd.
• Panel Discussion
Foreign Policy 8s Nat'l. Defense 
—B il l  Cohen 
Energy — Dave Emery 
Economy — Olympia Snowe 
(each panel w ill be comprised of 
additional members)
^ ^ -presidential Candidates w ill address ForumJ 
throughout the day*** %
/""Guests (public) may pay $5 at Registrations 
“  Desk to attend this session of ForumJT %
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X x-x-x-x-x x x x x x x x x  xx-x -x X X X X X X X X x x -x x
* resident's olumn. Two months ago
(August 8) I  assumed~the Presidency o f the 
League o f Women Voters o f Maine. These eight 
weeks have been fru it fu l fo r  me and, I  hope, 
fo r many other members as well.
I  believe the State Board has spent its. time 
wisely asking the big questions: What is the 
L. W. V. ? (purpose) What do we hope to achieve 
as an organization? (goals) and how are we 
going to get there? (d irection , plan). 
Fortunately, the purpose o f the LWV has been 
c lea rly  stated: To promote p o lit ic a l responsi­
b i l i t y  through informed and active participation 
o f citizens in government. What the League 
actually means to each o f us personally may 
vary greatly—a chance to meet interesting 
people, to become better educated on issues, 
to become more active in p o lit ic s , to give us 
work contacts, to build leadership s k ills , etc. 
We, therefore, have tr ied  to get a grip on goals 
and direction through two State Board meetings, 
a Board orientation and one President's Council. 
We have recognized as a State Board the need for 
setting p rio r ities  and have chosen fundraising 
as a major organizational task. At our Board 
meeting in October we brainstormed the direction 
and plan fo r  raising money fo r  the League. As 
fa r as program p r io r itie s , the representatives 
at the President's Council in September voted 
overwhelmingly to recommend Energy to State 
Board fo r  the p r io r ity  issue this year. State 
Board has since brainstormed on direction and 
plans fo r  implementation o f that particular 
goal.
Let me say here that choosing p r io r ities  does 
not mean we are dropping everything else. We 
w i l l  s t i l l  be working to strengthen membership, 
to develop a position on women's issues, to 
come to a consensus on the farmland study, to 
deal with the needs o f MAL’ s, to prepare fo r 
the I 98O elections, and so forth. You know 
yourself* i f  you have a long l is t  o f "things to 
do today", you must choose the most important 
thing and go to i t ,  otherwise nothing w il l  be 
accomplished. That is " a l l "  we are doing— 
taking an issue from the l i s t  and saying,
"L e t 's  go to i t  I"
The other thing I  want to mention is that 
action, as we a l l  know, is part-and-parcel o f 
our program. This is a too l, a procedure for.
; reaching our goals and should be taken into 
consideration not only by State Board but by 
each loca l Board. Ask yourselves—Are we 
w illin g  and able to act on this issue? Is i t  
worthy to be acted upon at this time?
So my message, basically , is we a l l  have to 
p r io r itize . We are busy people whether we 
work outside the home or not, and as the world 
becomes more and more complex we have to 
sim plify our actions so we don't get swept 
away by our good intentions. We should each 
set goals in re lation  to our membership in the 
League o f Women Voters. What do we want from 
the League, and then, what are we w illin g  to 
give to get it?  I f  one is interested in social 
contacts then one might sign up as membership 
chair or help with the deta ils o f providing 
a cordial environment fo r  meetings, or ca ll 
people regarding League action, meetings, etc. 
I f  i t 's  working contacts one is interested in, 
a way o f learning about the business community 
is through fundraising a c t iv it ie s  or finding 
and talking with speakers fo r  meetings. I f  
you want to become better educated on an issue 
what better way than joining a study group, 
attending program discussions, reading League 
materials and sharing ideas on what you've 
absorbed with other members. I f  one joins to 
become more knowledgeable and active in the 
p o lit ic a l process, he/she might jo in  or set up 
a lobbying or observer corps, write to elected 
o f f ic ia ls  or take on the excitement o f being 
action coordinator either at the loca l or 
state leve l. For building leadership s k ills ,
I  can t e l l  you there is nothing like  learning 
by experience as a unit chair, portfo lio  chair, 
lo ca l League president, state board member or 
state League president.
An important thing to recognize is that we 
have a tremendous history as a group. Suffra­
gists were the f i r s t  League members. They had 
one very clear goal: to speed the suffrage 
movement in our own and other countries.
Carrie Catt was an incredible organizer and i t  
was this combination o f shared fervent purpose 
and superlative organization that gave the 
Suffragists and the League its  demonstrable 
strength. Thus, our "foremothers" were not 
afraid to use their growing p o lit ic a l power. 
They unseated two anti-suffrage senators, 
staged massive ra ll ie s , helped place the f i r s t  
woman in the House o f Representatives.
Our goals now may seem less clear, less 
urgent than they did to League women o f 1920 
but think fo r a minute how many organizations 
represent more than a single issue? How many 
lobby fo r individual rights rather than 
corporate powers? How many are primarily run 
by women but deal with other than only women's 
issues? How many have the stature o f the 
League name to draw on? How many o ffe r  the
<2^
-5 -
chance fo r  "ordinary” citizens to rea lly  do 
something about their society through education 
and action in the p o lit ic a l process?
Let’ s not be distracted by obstacles such as 
massive bureaucracies, powerful corporate lobbies, 
apathetic voters, complex issues, a confused 
economic and socia l arena. I t  is crucial we set 
our personal and co llec tive  goals. Then as an 
entire interdependent group we must rea lize  that 
whatever we do is ultimately designed to enhance 
responsib ility  in p o lit ic s  to ensure a govern­
ment more responsive to citizens needs. This is 
a v i t a l  task.
-A lice
Sally Kakitis (on-Board) and Gwynne Briggs 
(off-Board) have been appointed to co-chair 
this program item at the state level. A ll  
Leagues have been contacted for interested 
people. The majority of interest is in the 
Portland Area with Brunswick and Lewiston/ 
Auburn having members that w ill join the 
Portland study group. Materials are 
available to a l l  Leagues. Anyone who would 
like to have further information can ca ll or 
write either: Sally Kakitis, Rust Rd.,
W. Gorham (839-3727) or Gwynne Briggs, RFD 
#2, Gray (829-5117).
-Sa lly  Kakitis
X X X X X X X
FARMLAND PRESERVATION
The subject of Farmland Preservation was 
discussed most enthusiastically last year under 
the direction of Gwynne Briggs (N.R. Chair) and 
her committee in the Portland Area League. The 
basis for discussion came from National’ s 
Farmland Preservation pub included with this 
Voter.
Realizing its complexities and importance to 
Maine, the PAL submitted it for consideration 
as a State Program item at the ^6th State 
Convention, May 1979*
" I t  is clear that the problem of farmland 
preservation has c r it ic a l implications for 
a l l  the people of Maine who currently 
import from out of state 90$ of their food. 
The farmland preservation issue already 
has important ties with the LWV energy 
position on renewable resources and trans­
portation, as well as the more obvious 
land use connection for wisest and best 
use of natural resources. It  is antici­
pated that legislation w ill be formulated 
in the next session in response to the 
growing interest throughout the State by 
many diverse groups—environmental, 
consumer and farm groups—and in response 
to the fin a l report of the Governor’ s 
Food and Farmland Study Commission. It  
is important to our State that the League's 
objectivity and assiduousness be applied 
to this issue. We believe it would be 
most advantageous to have this item 
studied as a State Recommended Item."
—Motion for accepting the Study of 
Farmlands carried.
NEWS ABOUT LEAGUES
Bangor/Brewer has set up four "Brown 
Bag Lunch Meetings", Oct.-May, to be held 
at the Bangor Public Library on subjects 
o f specific  interest to the public. 
Information about these is typed on a 
small bright yellow card and le f t  at a 
few locations, but mostly used as hand­
outs when registering voters, holding 
meetings, etc. On the reverse side is 
a l is t  o f regular League meetings and 
whom to contact fo r further information. 
Well done BangOr/Brewer’. ( 
loca l Leagues: card style
-The State Board wishes to thank a l l  
MAL’ s who send in contributions to the 
treasury when paying dues.-
Note to other 
not patented!LtedI) S
S
ed ito r ’ s note: Please be aware that the 
change in Voter style is in response to 
comments at Convention that a less 
expensive approach be used. Four issues 
w il l  be printed in Oct., Dec., Feb., and 
April. Deadlines fo r  a rtic les  are the 
Board meetings in each o f the above 
months.
- O -
ENERGY: THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS, a follow-up to 
A TIME TO CHOOSE: AMERICA'S ENERGY FUTURE £1974) 
and NUCLEAR POWER: ISSUES AND CHOICES ( 1976) has 
just been published. This report is the end product 
of a study commissioned by the Ford Foundation and 
conducted by a nineteen-member group of distinguished 
scientists and scholars led by Hans Landsberg of 
Resources for the Future.
Each chapter of the report was written by members of 
the group, reviewed by the entire group, and then a 
consensus was hammered out through discussion.
The study's most far-reaching recommendation is that 
controls on domestic o i l  and gas be removed and that 
electric ity  be priced on a marginal or replacement 
basis rather than a h istorical or average cost basis.
The report argues that the idea that governments can 
provide dependable, clean and plentifu l energy cheaply 
is a dangerous misconception. Prices should be allowed 
to rise,*thus providing the incentive for conservation 
and for development of other energy sources.
The report-states that a prudent energy policy must 
recognize these "re a lit ie s ". -;:*
*The world is not running
*The world is not running out of energy.
*Middle East o i l  holds great risks, but the world 
w ill remain dependent upon- it for a long time. 
This dependence is due to the scarcity and 
geographic concentration of accessible o i l  and 
the high cost of altem atives--facts that 
cannot be much changed by attacking the o i l  
producers.
*Environmental effects of energy use are serious 
and hard to manage, particularly a ir  pollution 
and potential climatic effects of carbon dioxide 
buildup in the atmosphere from burning fo s s il  
■ fue ls .
*Energy conservation is the cleanest, quickest and 
cheapest way to react to higher energy costs.
*There is no simple "technical fix " for higher 
energy costs, whether it be a massive synthetic 






























































































































































Nov. 6 Election Day
8 State Brd. Mtg.
I k Pres. Cncl./Bangor
Dec*. 13 State Brd.
Jan. 2 Legislative Session Begins
9 Pres. Cncl./Lewiston
10 State Brd.
16-18 NAT’L. BRD. MTG.
NAT' L. PROGRAM PLANNING TIME
% 23 Legislative Reception/Blaine
House
Feb. 7 State Brd.
I k HAPPY 60th BIRTHDAY LWi 
League Day at Legislature
11-13 NAT'L. BRD. MTG.
March 12 Pres. Cncl./ptlnd.
13 State Brd.
ANNUAL REPORTS TO NAT'L. DUE
April 10 State Brd.
May 3-7 NAT'L. CONV./D.C.
8 State Brd.
16 State Conv./Lewiston
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Ann Edw
ards, 
RFD #2, 
Box 233 
Cum
berland 04021
